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PORTUGAL. 

AZORES. 

By  Consul  WiUiam  Bnrdel,  St.  Michael's. 

So  far  as  the  commerce  and  industries  of  the  Azores  were  con- 
cerned the  year  1915  was  no  better  than  the  precedins;  year. 

Airricidtnre,  which  is  the  ])rinci])al  source  of  revenue  for  all  the 
Azores  Islands,  vra.s  fa\(>red  by  climatic  conditions.  The  crops  of 
corn,  wheat,  beans,  etc.,  Avere  plentiful  and  good  in  quality.  The 
farmers,  however,  were  handicapped  by  lack  of  manual  labor. 

Imports  from  the  United  States  Hindered  by  Lack  of  Vessels. 

The  import  of  American  merchan<lise  into  the  Azores  for  1915 
increased  about  $:^3,000  over  that  of  1914.  This  figure  would  be 
somewhat  increased  if  some  of  the  American  products  that  reach 
here  via  Lisbon  could  be  imported  direct  from  the  United  States. 
Numerous  lines  of  American  goods  would  find  a  ready  market  here 
only  for  the  limited  transportation  facilities  with  the  United  States, 
especially  since  countries  that  have  su[)p!ied  goods  in  the  past  are 
not  now  able,  owing  to  the  war. 

During  the  early  part  of  last  year  this  consulate  proposed  the 
establishment  between  the  United  States  and  the  Azores  of  a  line  of 
sailing  vessels.  This  proposition  was  taken  up  quite  seriously  by 
several  American  shipping  brokers,  but  so  far  nothing  has  come 
from  it. 

Azores  Pineapples — Hemp  and  Embroideries. 

In  exchange  for  what  American  goods  could  be  used  in  the  Azores 
there  are  but  few  manufactures  or  products  available  here  that  could 
be-  exported.  The  growers  of  pineapples,  the  most  important  product 
in  all  the  Azores  Islands,  would  be  glad  to  send  their  products  to  the 
United  States;  but  this  fruit,  which  was  conceded  first  rank  in 
European  markets  before  the  war.  (hn^s  not  seem  to  meet  the  demands 
of  the  American  public.  Eepciited  attempts  at  introducing  Azores 
pinea]:>ldes  into  the  United  States  h  ive  met  with  failure.  In  several 
cases  the  exporter,  instead  of  receiving  a  remittance  for  his  ship- 
ments, had  to  send  money  after  his  goods  to  square  up  bills  from 
the  American  commission  merchants  for  expenses  that  were  not 
totally  covered  by  the  proceeds  of  the  sales. 

One  of  the  products  of  the  island  of  St.  Michael's,  New  Zealand 
hemp,  is  now  being  exported  to  the   United  States  in  commercial 
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quantities.  The  cultivation  of  this  hemp,  whicli  is  used  by  American 
paper  manufacturers,  has  brought  quite  remunerative  results  to  the 
planters,  and  it  will  likely  be  more  extensively  developed  in  the  near 
future. 

Embroideries,  the  only  industrial  product  formerly  exported  to  the 
United  States  from  the  island  of  Terceira  in  important  quantities, 
have  almost  entirely  disappeared  from  the  list  of  exports. 

Exports  to  United  States. 

The  declared  values  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States  during 
1914  and  1915.  as  invoiced  thi-ough  the  St.  Michael's  consulate,  were 
as  follows : 


Articles. 


Beans 

Bulbs 

Cheese 

Figs 

Fish 

Hemp 

Iron  manufactures. 


1914 


$139 

487 


848 
19,3G6 


1915 


$347 

■)4 

27 

1,466 

12,481 

648 


Articles. 


Paper,  smoking. 

Pineapples 

Potatoes,  sweet. 
Wine 


Total. 


$81,947 
3,010 


105,797 


1915 


$45 

2,878 

99(> 

12 


18,954 


Exports  from  Azores  Ports. 

Indian  corn,  pineapples,  and  sperm  oil  Avere  exported  to  Portugal 
in  larger  quantities  than  in  1914. 

The  following  table  gives  the. value  of  the  principal  exports  in  1914 
and  1915  from  Ponta  Delgada,  St.  Michael's  Island:  and  from  Horta, 
Fayal : 


Articles 


FROM  PONTA  PELGAD.V. 


Alcohol 

Beans 

Beer 

Hides 

Indian  corn 

T/Obsters 

Mineral  waters . . . 

Oil 

Oranges 

Oxen 

Pineapples 

Potatoes 

Sugar 

Tea 

Tobacco 

Wine 

All  other  articles. 


Total. 


1914 


$80 
243 
73 

72! 
2 
12 


9 
322; 

249 

40: 

2oL 

3; 


1,372,351 


1915 


$60, 134 

117,145 

2,074 

11,647 

267,481 

3,773 

12,476 

12,236 

555 

991 

419,165 

5,499 

215,544 

73,760 

224,754 

1.497 

53,687 


1,482,418 


Articles. 


FROM  HORTA. 

Butter 

Cattle 

Corn 

Hides 

Sperm  oil 

Wheat 

Wine 

All  other  articles 

Total 


1914 


1915 


$24,230 
9,895 
1,788 
7,274 
6, 100 
1,876 
891 
29,842 


81,896 


$21,875 
6,496 
22,091 
11,116 
17,671 


121 
33,148 


112,518 


The  exports  from  Angra,  Terceira,  were  valued  at  $541,233  in  1915 
compared  Avith  $413,586  for  1914,  ])ractically  all  of  which  went  to 
Portugal,  Madeira,  and  the  Azores.  The  exports  to  the  United  States 
were  valued  at  $1,334  against  $9,274  for  1914. 

Imports  from  Principal  Countries. 

The  total  values  of  the  principal  imports  into  the  Azores  Islands  in 
1914  and  1915  and  the  amounts  from  the  principal  foreign  countries 
and  Portugal  are  shown  in  the  table  follow-ing. 
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Articles. 


Barley 

Beer 

Biscuits 

Boots  and 
shoes 

Candle: 

Cement 

Chemical  prod- 
ucts  

Chocolate 

Coal 

Coflee 

Coke 

Drugs 

Earthenware. . 

Fertilizers 

Fish,  dried 

Flour 

Furniture 

Glass 

Haherdashery 

Hats,  men's. . . 

Iron  and  iron- 
work-  

Leather  and 
leather  goodt 

Machinery  and 
agricultural 
implements . 

Meat,  canned.. 

MolasFCS 

Motor  cars 

Nails 

Oil,  lubricat- 
ing  

Paints 

Paper 

Petrol  (gaso- 
line")   

Petroleum 

Kicc 

Kope 

Rubber  goods 
and  tire? 

Seeds,  plants, 
and  trees 

Sewing  ma- 
chines  

Soap: 

Common 

Toilet 

Spices 

Sugar 

Sweets 

Textiles 

Timber  (lum- 
ber)  

Tobacco 

Tools  and 
hardware . . . 

\'arnish 

■\Vatches 

Wheat 

Terccira  im- 
port, n.  e.  s., 
from  Portu- 
gal, Madeira, 
a  n  d  the 
.\zores 

All  other  arti- 
cles   


Total  imports." 


1914  1915 


?3, 755 
5,363 
13,956 

13,222 

21,588 
13,003 


1,732 
181,736 
23, 172 
622 
12,70(i 
19, 092 
51,398 
47,732 
77, 247 

6,570 
16,557 
30,892 


67,148 
14,481 


29,445 

2,575 

907 

16, 139 

8,684 

34, 496 
16,041 
15,005 

8,125 
59,793 
18, 634 

4,189 

3,954 

7,033 

980 

71,419 
4,401 
10, 898 
50,770 
11,977 
288,011 

20,546 
48,028 

17,721 
093 
730 

34, 796 


170,051 


Total...  1,580,413 


$4,775 

1,527 

12,953 

4,482 
19,014 
9.028 

28,626 

1,280 

376, 851 

6,634 

1,120 

9,594 

14,897 

16.349 

37, 898 

49,626 

5,811 

73,852 

20,905 

2,346 

92,331 

70, 243 


4,611 
936 
1,299 
7,852 
7,372 

25,566 

8,391 

58, 563 

1,684 
31,053 
11,. 371 

1,990 

849 

5,035 

7,923 

54,691 
2,735 
12,679 
42,710 
12,941 
457,759 

3,329 
2.5,993 

21,382 

4,076 

91 

55, 643 


531,060 
363,735 


c2,623,961 


T'nitod  States. o 


1914 


$1,059 
9 


588 
"'97' 


169 
260 


202 

320 

1,242 

1,066 


2,371 
34 


4,683 

24 

262 

5,885 

1,579 


563 

792 

7,450 
31,416 


1,615 
1,040 

349 
29 

159 


4,749 

19 

21,057 

10,379 
3,438 

2,919 

374 

394 

26,516 


17,054 


150, 287 


1915 


$4,647 

07 

506 

2,929 
2 


Great  Britain. 


$121 
345 
709 

4 
296 

2,789 


7, 175 

31  i     1,166 

41,875    127,074 

10  9 

I        622 

1,049 


22 

.349 

4,979 


410 

714 

4,007 

2 

4,228 


3, 195 

117 

1,299 

5,838 

760 

2,008 
230 
246 

842 

27,353 

599 

314 

260 

25 

3,756 

46 
20 


645 

1,197 

27, 695 

3,329 
9,600 

531 
425 

81 


10,519 


743 
1,414 
5,093 

160 
48 

588 
1,564 


1,380 
121 


7,251 

622 

82 

3,304 

1,759 

17,580 
5,185 
1,778 

675 


1,190 
19 


918 


403 

1,978 
685 
359 
136 
189 
13,841 


2,425 
223 

29 


173,881  206,221 


1915 


S12S 
118 
85 

7 

422 

6, 298 

5, 1.30 

531 

240, 736 


Portugal.* 


1,120 
202 
184 
199 
13, 764 
342 


141 
'"184 
6,874 


58 
802 


1,740 

7 

611 

2,051 

842 

925 

.3,094 

4 

534 

72 

126 

1,363 

909 

291 

59 

205 

9,885 


945 

1,363 
391 


302, 742 


$1,093 

046 

13, 243 

12,630 
16,572 
10,084 


417 
15, 223 


8,446 
14, 993 
48,954 
35,4,58 
49, 683 

4, 325 
10,310 
17,777 


41,713 
11,872 


1,929 
442 


5, 346 

9,661 

7,897 
8,17t 


12, 240 
11,. 503 


61,561 
3,513 
10, 326 
972 
11,716 
146, 261 


3,406 


610, 279 


$1,2,58 
12,362 

1,351 
18,590 
3,330 

12, 444 
718 

54,662 
6,301  {     7,933 


All  other 
imports." 


1914 


9, 339 
13, 400 
11,171 
20,372 
49, 284 

5.401 
67,508 
16,898 

2,128 

78,239 

57, 280 


3,042 
3,096 
1,030 
7,181 

27,202 
1,877 
4,417 

10,485 


21,684 
2,454 

17,511 


121 
6,950 


4,872 

20,026  7,255 

7,519  2,396 

55,517  4,261 


2,775 
7,678 


1,082 


53, 282 

1,709 

12. 288 

119 

11,509 

303, 182 


2,580 


11,9«7 
3, 203 


38, 927 


531,060 


16, 137 
5,941 
1,671 

1,990 

7,173 

548 

7,721 

203 

213 

44,913 

23 

107, 452 

10, 167 
41,600 

12,-377 

t)6 

307 

7, 304 


1,456,689 


154,007 


013,626 


1915 


$1,482 

4,363 

4 

$84 

"4,'726' 
33 

195 

28' 

3,877 

94,240 
323 


31 

964 


3,762 


5, 489 

32 

2, 990 
11,905 


1,358 
17 


2,014 


3,525 
31 

749 


1,672 

55 

3,856 

4,041 


97 


41,887 

30 

116,997 


12,868 

7,501 

57 

10 

16,716 


553, 216 


090,649 


n  Including  imports  into  Terccira  and  Fayal  Islands. 
b  E.xcluding  imports  into  Terceira  and  Faval  Islands. 

c  Of  this  sum  $1,515,127  represents  the  imports  into  St.  Michaels,  $585,827  those  into  Terccira,  and  -?.525,007 
those  into  Faval. 
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Lower  Duties  on  Imports  from  Portugal. 

In  the  imports  from  foreign  countries  Great  Britain  takes  the  lead 
with  an  excess  over  1914  of  more  than  $100,000,  Avhile  the  United 
States  takes  second  place.  The  principal  increase  in  the  value  of 
imports  appears  in  the  column  relating  to  Portugal,  the  mother 
country.  A  large  part  of  this  increase  is  due  to  the  higher  prices 
asked  for  merchandise. 

While  the  shipments  from  and  to  the  mother  country  are  called 
imports  and  exports,  and  all  such  merchandise  has  to  pass  through  the 
customhouse,  the  entry  fee  on  them  is  to  be  considered  as  an  octroi, 
or  municipal  tax,  rather  than  as  a  customs  duty;  it  is  much  lower 
than  the  regular  duty,  and  a  large  part  of  the  proceeds  of  this  tax 
goes  into  the  treasury  of  the  municipality. 

Shipping  of  the  Azores. 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  number  of  arrivals  and  depar- 
tures of  vessels  at  the  three  ports  of  the  Azores  in  1915,  with  their 
aggregate  tonnage : 


Flags. 


Ponta  Delgada: 

British 

French 

Belgian 

American 

Norwegian . . . 

Dutch 

Portuguese . . . 
All  other  flags 

Total 

Horta: 

British 

French 


Number. 


141 

30 

1 

15 
14 
10 

115 
33 


359 


Tons. 


845 

143 

2 

27 

25: 

37 

126: 

97: 


199 

900 
145 
566 
489 
073 
629 
559 


1,305,560 


151, 
145, 


Flags. 


Horta— Continued. 

American 

Norwegian 

Dutch 

Portuguese 

All  other  flags . 

Total 

Angra: 

British 

French 

Portuguese 

Total 


Number. 


177 


5 
20 
112 


137 


Tons. 


56,030 
34,396 
36,421 
77,602 
68,911 


570,952 


53,076 
129,594 
110,853 


293,523 


FAYAL  AGENCY. 

Consular  Agent  Moyses  Benarus  reports  from  Horta,  Fayal,  that 
the  imports  of  general  merchandise  from  foreign  countries  have 
been  limited,  owing  to  the  high  premium  to  be  paid  on  gold  for 
payments,  and  also  to  freight  rates,  which  have  almost  tripled. 

During  the  last  two  years  farmers  have  complained  of  a  worm 
that  overruns  the  sowed  fields  and  eats  the  seed,  it  being  necessar}'-  in 
many  cases  to  plant  two  or  three  times  before  an  ordinary  crop  is 
grown.  The  orange  and  mandarine  crops  also  are  attacked  by  a 
peculiar  fly  that  causes  the  fruit  to  rot  before  it  ripens,  making 
necessary  a  premature  gathering  of  the  crop  so  as  to  X>artly  save  it. 

Activities  that  have  been  started  in  recent  years  are  a  modern 
flour  mill  and  several  butter  and  cheese  factories,  as  well  as  the 
exi)ortation  of  live  cattle,  hides,  corn,  and  wheat  to  Portugal. 

The  old  industries  proper  to  the  islands,  producing  such  articles  as 
straw  hats,  general  fancy  straw  work,  and  the  noted  embroideries  of 
drawn  work,  have  greatl}^  diminished  their  output. 

Since  the  European  war  started  the  cost  of  living  has  increased 
considerably. 


PORTUGAL TERCEIRA  AGENCY.  5 

One  new  item  in  imports  from  the  United  States  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Avar  has  been  Pocahontas  and  New  liiver  coal,  of 
which  some  4,000  tons  Avere  imported  during  1915. 

While  the  Fayal  consular  agency  at  Horta  reported  no  declared 
exports  to  the  United  States  for  1911,  it  reports  embroideries  valued 
at  $921  and  salt  fish  at  $1,160— in  all,  $2,081— as  invoiced  in  1915. 

TERCEIRA  AGENCY. 

Consular  Agent  Thome  de  Castro,  at  Angra,  in  reviewing  condi- 
tions in  Terceira  for  1915,  states  that,  although  the  crops  of  Indian 
corn  and  Avheat  on  the  island  were  plentiful,  the  exportation  was 
limited,  the  local  authorities  having  prohibited  shipments,  owing 
to  the  present  high  rate  of  exchange,  prices,  and  freights,  Avhich  in 
the  future,  if  importation  were  necessary,  might  bring  about  diffi- 
culties to  the  local  officials. 

The  number  of  cattle  exported  during  the  year  was  about  2,000. 
Dairy  products,  chicory,  etc.,  commanded  high  prices  in  Portugal, 
in  view  of  the  scarcity  of  the  foreign  products,  which  in  normal 
times  Avere  obtainable  on  much  more  reasonable  terms  than  at 
present. 

The  embroidery  industry  has  suffered  on  account  of  the  difficulties 
of  importing  the  necessary  designs  and  materials  from  Germany. 

A  neAV  industry  of  preserving  meats,  bacon,  lard,  and  hams,  both 
for  local  consumption  and  for  exportation,  Avas  recently  started 
here  with  promising  results. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  from  the  island  of  Terceira  to  the 
United  States  in  191-1  and  1915,  as  invoiced  through  the  Angra  con- 
sular agency,  Avas  as  f oIIoavs  :  Embroideries,  $19,146  in  1914,  $1,147 
in  1915;  salt  fish,  $285  in  1914,  $187  in  1915;  total,  $19,431  in  1914, 
$1,334  in  1915. 
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